BLESSED TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH
AT ROSEMONT

1705 West Broad Street

Bethlehem, PA 18018

LITURGY FOR THE CELEBRATION OF LIFE

FIRST SUNDAY OF CHRISTMAS
DECEMBER 28", 2025

OUR MISSION
Christ has called us together to do God’s Work.

Blessed Trinity Lutheran Church at Rosemont
is a safe place for all people to worship regardless of
race, creed, age, national origin,
cultural background, sexual orientation, class,
physical or mental ability.



WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
Sunday, December 28", 2025

WELCOME

Lector Good Morning. My name is Marilyn Musgnung.
A warm welcome is extended to all. Especially those who are gathering at
BT@R for the first time or who have returned after an absence.
Y our presence both enriches us and this time of celebration together.
Today we observe the First Sunday of Christmas. Everything you need to
follow along with the worship service can be found in your bulletin. Please
join us for fellowship following the gathering.

PREPARATION

Leader  The Lord is with you.
Assembly And also with you.

GATHERING MUSIC Four Noels — Marcel Tournier (1879-1951)
Andrea Witchen, harp

LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLES AND CHRISTMAS CANDLE

Leader = During Advent we lit four candles:
the candle of Hope
the candle of Love
the candle of Joy
and the candle of Peace.

This Morning, we now light the white candle, the Christmas Candle, the
Christ candle, which symbolizes the Light —

along with the hope, love, joy, and peace —

that Christ brought into the world.




ORDER OF WORSHIP
FOR THE CELEBRATION OF LIFE

FIRST SUNDAY OF CHRISTMAS
LESSONS AND CAROLS
DECEMBER 28", 2025

The assembly may remain seated for the readings
and stand for the final reading
THE BIRTH OF CHRIST.

CHRISTMAS PRAYER
The assembly stands for the Prayer.

Pastor

Gracious God, You who are Love itself,

we pause here this morning for a moment,

to remember and reflect.

In this season of gifts and giving, we remember the many gifts which we
have been given, gifts which are easily taken for granted.

For the gifts of food and shelter, for family, and friends who have become
our families, for the great gifts of life and love itself we thank you.

Out of the gratitude of our hearts and the abundance with which we have
received, may we share and shower those around us with these same
wonderful gifts.

We thank you for the gift of those who have loved us, and those we have
loved. We are especially mindful of those we have lost, who are no longer
here.

We trust they are fully dwelling in your Light and Love perpetual

and as we gather in this season of light, may we remember the Light you
have shown upon our lives. and may we be reflections of Your Light in
this life and to all who cross our paths. For Love’s Sake, so be it.

Assembly Amen.



Once in Royal David’s City
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1 Oncein roy-al Da - vid’s cit -y stood a low-ly cat - tle shed,
2 He came down to earth from heav-en who is God and Lord of all,
3 And our eyes at last shall see him,through his own re-deem-ing love;
4 Not in that poor low - ly sta-ble, with the ox - en stand-ing by,
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where a moth-er laid her ba - by in a man-ger for his  bed:
and his shel-ter was a sta - ble,and his cra - dle was a stall;
for that child so dear and gen - tle 1s our Lord in heav'na - bove;
we  shall see him; but in heav - en, set at God’sright hand on high;
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Mar-y was that moth-er mild, Je - sus  Christ, her Iit - tle child.
with the poor and meek and low-ly, lived on earth our Sav-ior ho-ly.
and he leads his chil- dren on to the place wherehe 1is  gone.
there his chil - dren gath - er round, bright like stars, with glo-ry crowned.

Text: Cecil Frances Alexander, 1818—-1895
Music: IRBY, Henry J. Gauntlett, 1805-1876

Pastor Let us pray. Almighty God, you have given your only begotten Son to take
our nature upon him, and to be born of a pure virgin. Grant that we, who
have been born again and made your children by adoption and grace, may
daily be renewed by your Holy spirit; through our Lord Jesus Christ, to
whom with you and the same Spirit be honor and glory, now and forever.

Assembly Amen.



AT THE MANGER: MARY
Lector The story of Mary: St. Luke 1:26-35

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called
Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of
David. The virgin’s name was Mary. And he came to her and said, “Greetings,
favored one! The Lord is with you.” But she was much perplexed by his words, and
pondered what sort of greeting this might be. The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid,
Mary, for you have found favor with God. And now, you will conceive in your womb
and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. He will be great and will be called the
Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor
David. He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will
be no end.” And Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I am a virgin?” The
angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most
High will overshadow you; therefore, the child to be born will be holy; he will be
called the Son of God.” Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be
with me according to your word.”

Lector Listen to what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.

Assembly Thanks be to God.

RESPONSORY

Leader The Lord himself will give you a sign.

Assembly Behold, a virgin shall conceive and bear a Son.
Leader And they shall name him Emmanuel,

Assembly Which means, God with us.

Pastor Let us pray. Almighty God, in choosing the virgin Mary to be the
mother of your Son, you made known your gracious regard for the
poor and lowly. Grant us grace to receive your Word in humility,
and so, to be made one with your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.

Assembly Amen.



INSTRUMENTAL RESPONSE What Child is This - 16™ Century English Ballad,
arranged by May Hogan Cambern

AT THE MANGER: JOSEPH
Lector The Story of Joseph: St. Matthew 1:18-21

Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary
had been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be with
child from the Holy Spirit. Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling
to expose her to public disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly. But just when he had
resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, and said,
“Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child
conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, and you are to name
him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.”

Lector Listen to what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
Assembly  Thanks be to God.

RESPONSORY

Leader A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse.
Assembly  And a branch shall grow out of his roots.
Leader The spirit of the Lord shall rest on him.
Assembly  The spirit of wisdom and understanding.
Leader The spirit of counsel and might.

Assembly  The spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord.

Pastor Let us pray.
O God, who from the family of your servant David raised up Joseph to
be the guardian of your incarnate Son and the spouse of his virgin
mother: Give us grace to imitate his uprightness of life and his
obedience to your commands; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Assembly Amen



CAROL

Away i a Manger
0
L, @ ) o
(A1 o @
Pl / ““‘6—44"/4

I A-way in a man-ger, no crib for his bed, the lit - tle Lord
2 The cat - tle are low-ing;the ba-by a - wakes, but lit - tle Lord
3 Be near me, Lord Je -sus; I ask you to stay close by me for -
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Je-sus laid down his sweet head; the stars in the bright sky looked
Je-sus, no cry-ing he makes. [ love you,Lord Je - sus; look
ev-er and love me, I  pray. Bless all the dear chil - dren in
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down where he lay, the lit - tle Lord Je - sus a - sleep on the hay.
down from the sky and stay by my cra-dle till morn-ing is nigh.
your ten-der carc and fit us for heav-en, to live with you there.

Text: North American, 19th cent.
Music: AWAY IN A MANGER, James R. Mutray, 1841-1905



AT THE MANGER: THE STAR
Lector The Story of the Star: St. Matthew 2:1-2, 1-10

Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king,
behold, wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, saying, “Where is he who has
been born king of the Jews? For we have seen his star in the East and have come to
worship him.” Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from
them what time the star had appeared; and he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go
and search diligently for the child, and when you have found him bring me word, that
I too may come and worship him.” When they had heard the king, they went their
way; and lo, the star which they had seen in the East went before them, till it came to
rest over the place where the child was. When they saw the star, they rejoiced
exceedingly with great joy.

Lector Listen to what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
Assembly Thanks be to God.

RESPONSORY

Leader Arise, shine, for your light has come.

Assembly  And the glory of the Lord has risen upon you.
Leader For darkness shall cover the earth,

Assembly And thick darkness the peoples.

Leader But the Lord will arise upon you.

Assembly And his glory will appear over you.

Pastor Let us pray.
O God, by the leading of a star you manifested your only Son
to the peoples of the earth: Lead us, who know you now by faith,
to your presence, where we may see your glory face to face; through
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God now and forever.
Assembly Amen.



CAROL

(Stanzas 1, 3, 4)
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1 The first No - el the an - gel did say was to
2 They look - ed up and saw a star shin - ing
3 And by the light of that same star three . .
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5 Then en - tered in those wise . . men three, full
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Text: English traditional

Music: THE FIRST NOWELL, English traditional



AT THE MANGER: ANGELS
Lector The Story of the Angels: St. Luke 2:8-14

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock
by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord
shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel of the Lord said to them,
“Do not be afraid; for see — [ am bringing you good news of great joy for all the
people; to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the
Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and
lying in a manger.” And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the
heavenly host, praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth
peace among those whom he favors!”

Lector Listen to what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
Assembly Thanks be to God.

RESPONSORY
Leader Get you up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of good tidings.
Assembly Lift up your voice with strength, O Jerusalem,
herald of good tidings.
Leader Lift it up, do not fear.

Assembly Say to the cities of Judah, “Here is your God!”

Pastor Let us pray.
Almighty God, you have made yourself known in your Son, Jesus,
redeemer of the world. We pray that his birth as a human child will set
us free from the old slavery of our sin; through Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

Assembly Amen.



CAROL

Infant Holy, Infant Lowly
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1 In - fant ho - ly, in-fant low-ly, for his bed a cat- tle stall;
2 Flocks were sleep-ing, shep-herdskeep-ing vig-il till the morn-ing new
f) | |
b | | |
&’ e
J e ¢ '
ox -en low -ing, lit - tle know-ing Christ the child is Lord of all.
saw the glo - ry, heard the sto -y, ud-ings of a gos-pel true.
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Swift-ly wing-ing, an - gels sing-ing, bells are ring-ing, tid - ings bring-ing:
Thus re - joic - ing, free from sor - row, prais-es voic-ing, greet the mor -row:
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Christ the child i1s Lord of all!  Chnst the child is Lord of all!
Christ the child was born for you! Chrst the child was born for you!

Text: Polish carol; tr. Edith M. G. Reed, 1885-1933, alt.
Music: W ZFL.OBIE LEZY, Polish carol

The assembly stands for the final reading.

THE BIRTH OF CHRIST
Pastor The story of Jesus’ Birth: St. Luke 2:1-7

In those days a decree went out from the Emperor Augustus that all the world should
be registered. This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was
governor of Syria. All went to their own towns to be registered. Joseph also went
from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem,
because he was descended from the house and family of David. He went to be



registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. While
they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her
firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because
there was no place for them in the inn.

Pastor Listen to what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
Assembly Thanks be to God.
Pastor Let us pray.
Blessed are you, O Lord our God, king of the universe.
You have enriched our lives with every good and perfect gift; you
have commanded us to show your splendor to our children and to
praise you with lives of love, justice, and joy. Be with us this day,
and point us to this creche, that it may be a visible sign of your
saving grace and love in all our Christmas celebrations; through your
Son, Jesus Christ, to whom with you and the Holy Spirit be all honor
and glory, now and forever.
Assembly Amen
AROL .
CARO Go Tell It on the Mountain
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1 While shep-herds kept their watch-ing  o’er  si - lent flocks by  night,
2 The shep-herds feared and trem-bled when, lo, a - bove the earth
3 Down in a lone - ly man - ger the hum-ble Christ was born;
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be - hold, through-out the heav-ens there shone a ho - ly light.
rang out the an - gel cho-rus that hailed our Sav-ior’s birth.
and God sent us sal - va-tion that bless-ed Christ-mas morn.

Text: African American spiritual, refrain; John W. Work Jr., 1872-1925, stanzas, alt.
Music: GO TELL IT, African American spiritual



PRAYERS

OFFERTORY MUSIC Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming - German Carol, 15" century
arranged by Daniel Burton (b. 1944)

THE OFFERTORY CAROL Bring a Torch, Jeannette, Isabella
— 17% Century Provencal Carol

Bring a torch, Jeannette, Isabella.
Bring a torch, come hurry and run.
1t is Jesus, good folk of the village,
Christ is born, and Mary’s calling:
Ah! Ah! Beautiful is the Mother, Ah!
Ah! Beautiful is the Child!

It is wrong when the baby is sleeping,
It is wrong to speak so loud;
Silence now, as you come near the cradle,

Lest you awaken little Jesus,
Ah! Ah! Beautiful is the Mother, Ah!
Ah! Beautiful is the Child

Skies are glowing, the heavens are cloudless,
Bright the path to the manger bed.
Hasten, all who would see little Jesus,
Shining bright as yonder star,

Ah! Ah! Beautiful is the Mother, Ah!
Ah! Beautiful is the Child

THE OFFERING BLESSING

Leader For the blessings of this and all our days, we thank you, gracious God.
Accept, we pray, not just this money but also our lives freely offered in
gratitude for all you have done for us. Use them both,
in this place and wherever you might take us.

Assembly Amen.

Use your phone’s camera to scan this code to give a gift to
Blessed Trinity Lutheran Church at Rosemont and to view
our website and social media sites.




CELEBRATION

OF
HOLY COMMUNION
THE PREPARATION
Pastor Glory be to God who flows through all creation,

Assembly

Blessing us with gifts to share.
Blessed be God for ever.

CELEBRATION OF COMMUNION

Pastor
Assembly
Pastor
Assembly
Pastor
Assembly

Pastor

The Lord 1s with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them up to God.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God

It is right to offer our thanks and praise.

O God, Mystery of winter skies, we look for you in these shorter days for
opening our eyes to see your beauty;

for parting the wide heavens to send your gentle light;

for offering your word to take our mortal flesh.

Jesus was promised by those who shared your dream of peace; John the
Baptist cleared the way with words of desert fire;

Mary and Joseph accepted his coming with tenderness and faith; we know
that he draws near again to show us who we really are with honesty and
love. Now we take up the song of hope that we might awaken to his
coming among us and the world be touched by the footfall of his glory:



HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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in the name of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est.
Pastor We give thanks for our brother, Jesus Christ;

who, on the night that he was betrayed,
gathered with his faltering friends for a meal that tasted of freedom.

Calling them to his table,

he took bread, gave thanks, broke it and said:
This 1s my body, which is given for you.

Do this to remember me.

In the same way after supper,

he took the cup, saying:

This cup 1s the new covenant in my blood.

Do this, whenever you drink it, to remember me.

As on that night, so here and now he offers himself
in touch and taste beyond all words can hold.



THE OUR FATHER
Pastor Let us hold in our hearts the hope of Christ as we pray together.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
Hallowed be thy name.
Thy Kingdom come,
Thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
the power and the glory,
for ever and ever.
Amen.

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD

Pastor We break the bread of life,
And that life is the light of the world.
Assembly God here among us,

Light in the midst of us,
Bring us to light and life.

ALL ARE INVITED TO SHARE BREAD AND WINE

All are welcome to come and receive the bread and wine. There are gluten free
wafers; ask the Pastor or Communion Assistants to provide one to you.

A chalice of wine will be offered to you - simply touch the wafer to the wine.
If you do not wish to take communion you may come forward for a blessing.
If you are unable to come forward simply let an usher know and communion
will be brought to you.

The assembly stands as they are able for prayer, blessing, and final carol.
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Leader Most loving God, we are thankful for all we have shared around this
table of hope.
Assembly We are thankful that through faith, hope will overcome doubt, love
will overcome fear, and light will overcome darkness. May the
blessing of light be on us: light without and light within. Amen.



SENDING CAROL  Good Christian Friends, Rejoice
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1 Good Chris-tian friends, re - joice with heart and soul and voice;
2 Good Chris -tian friends, re - joice with heart and soul and voice;
3 Good Chris -tian friends, re - joice with heart and soul and voice;
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give ye heed to  what we say: Je - sus Christ is born to -day;
now ye hear of  end - less bliss: Je - sus Christ was born for this!
now ye need not fear the grave; Je - sus Christ was born to save!
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Christ is born to - day! Christ is born to - day!
Christ was born for this! Christ was born for this!
Christ was born to save! Christ was born  to save!

Text: Medieval Latin carol; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818—1866
Music: IN DULCI JUBILO, German carol, 14th cent.

BLESSING

Pastor Go now to dream together, pray together, work together,
to build one world of peace and justice for all.

Assembly Amen. We go in the light and promise of Christ.

Thank you for worshiping with us at BT@R today.
We are grateful for your presence and pray that you were blessed
by the service.

e
FELLOWSHIP

Morning coffee and tea are now served.
You are invited upstairs to Laros Hall to share in this time of fellowship.



You are invited to keep this copy of the liturgy and take it home with you
to share with another member of your family, or with a friend

| Use your phone’s camera to scan this code
'\ for upcoming events at
msj:., ety Blessed Trinity Lutheran Church at Rosemont.
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Till We Meet Again

December 28, 2025 - Worship 9:30am

BLESSED TRINITY

AT ROSEMONT

Food Pantry Collection
Good news! Thanks to your generosity, we
have donated so much food to Northeast
Community Center's Food Pantry that they
have no room to store more! Anything else
that we collect this month will go to January's
Food Pantry recipient: Calvary Templo.
Calvary Templo has asked for: Peanut butter
and jelly (both in plastic jars), canned fruit,
pasta, and pasta sauce in plastic jars as well.

Giving Tree Donation Thank You
Thank you to all who bought hats and gloves
or mittens and donated $5 for a book to
HeadStart students. Because of you, 32
preschools will be a little warmer with new
hats and gloves/mittens and have a new
book to brighten their day. All items were
delivered last week. Students at Holy Infancy
and Lincoln's preschools had smiles on their
faces because of your generosity. Love
abounds!

Family Christmas Gift

Sponsorship
God’s Work Our Hands coordinated a
sponsorship of a family in need from Lincoln
Elementary School. $4,500 worth of gifts and
gift cards were purchased and wrapped for
this family to have a memorable Christmas.
Your donations to BT@R made this gift
possible. Thank you.

Poinsettia Dedication
In Memory of Parents Frank & Anna Kery and

Grandparents Agnes & Joseph Hiari
In Memory of Sister Lois Kery and Brother

Today’s Worship Ministers
December 28, 2025

Acolyte - Felix Rodriguez
Altar Guild — Cheryl Achey, Mickey Curry,
Gayle Nemeth
Assisting Minister — Kevin Remaly
Coffee Hour Hosts: Maria Skrilec, Kathy
Coffin, Carol Quirk, Kathy Gerhard,
Jean Finn, Joan Erb
Communion Assistants — Karen Favinger,
Stacey Stocker
Counters - Pat Little, Mary Bender,
Dolores Kennedy
Flower Delivery — Karen Favinger
Greeters — Cindy Kemp, Gayle Nemeth
Key Attendant — Barry Sterner
Lector — Marilyn Musgnung
Ushers — Dolores Kennedy, Pat & Ed Little

January 4, 2026
Acolyte — Joe Bleier
Altar Guild — Dolores Kennedy, Pat Little,
Mary Bender, Donna Mackaravitz
Assisting Minister — Sandy Butch
Coffee Hour Hosts: Tracy Schellhaas,
Joni Schmidt, Loree Kuhns, Cheryl Achey,
Diane Case
Communion Assistants —
Helga Rimonneau, Joan Erb
Counters - Karen Koch, Sue Strawn,
Dagny Danga-Storm
Flower Delivery — Karen Favinger
Greeters — Ron & Sandy Horwath
Key Attendant — Barry Sterner
Lector — Joe Boligitz
Ushers - Jean Finn, Kathy Gerhard

12/21/2025 Offering: $11,475
Attendance: 119

Robert Kery. Gifts Given by Patricia Donchez & Geri Kery




2026 Offering Envelopes
2026 Offering Envelops are ready for pick up in the Narthex during worship and office
hours. A slip of red paper is available to pick up for anyone who has requested a number

and not a box of envelopes. Don't see a box or paper slip for you? Call or email the office
610-867-3705; leigh@btrosemont.org.

This Week at BT@R

Sunday, December 28'": Pantry Sunday; Christmas Lessons & Carols
9:30am Worship

Monday, December 30'":

8:00am Men’s Breakfast (The Palace Restaurant)

Wednesday, December 315 & Thursday, January 1°t: Office Closed
Saturday, January 3:

9:00am Property Committee Meeting (Laros Hall)

Sunday, January 4'": Epiphany

9:30am Worship

Staff

Office Phone Number: 610-867-3705

The Rev. Jack A. Steltzer, Pastor: pastorjack@btrosemont.org

Mark M. Suter, Director of Music Ministry: mark@btrosemont.org
Leigh Kukoly, Office Manager: leigh@btrosemont.org, M-F 9-4
Amanda Zaniesienko, Financial Secretary: amanda@btrosemont.org
Debbie Dravecz, Social Media Coordinator: debbie@btrosemont.org

Council

President — Lou Dravecz lou@btrosemont.org 610-258-7679
Vice President — Kelly Johnston  kelly@btrosemont.org 484-241-0721
Secretary — Michel Lloyd michel@btrosemont.org 484-695-3921
Treasurer — Joe Bleier joe@btrosemont.org 610-737-6613
Pastor Jack Steltzer pastorjack@btrosemont.org 267-371-2686
Sandy Butch sandy@btrosemont.org 610-573-4194
Bonnie Harper bonnie@btrosemont.org 610-691-6647
Carol Henn carol@btrosemont.org 610-868-7390
Kenny Schaefer kennys@btrosemont.org 610-867-7420
Dave Kolman david@btrosemont.org 908-797-7460
Bill Schellhaas bill@btrosemont.org 484-221-0246
Bob Voron bob@btrosemont.org 610-730-3040

Victor Tarafa victor@btrosemont.org 484-635-5936
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