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3rd Weekend in Lent 
 March 6, 2021 – St. John’s Windish  

Prelude Hymn Sings:  
Hymn #321 
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Hymn #326 
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Hymn #482 
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Hymn#602 

 
Welcome 

Introduction to the day: 

A:  The third covenant in this year’s Lenten readings is the central one of Israel’s history: the gift 

of the law to those God freed from slavery. The commandments begin with the statement that 

because God alone has freed us from the powers that oppressed us, we are to let nothing else 

claim first place in our lives. When Jesus throws the merchants out of the temple, he is 
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defending the worship of God alone and rejecting the ways commerce and profit-making can 

become our gods. The Ten Commandments are essential to our baptismal call: centered first in 

God’s liberating love, we strive to live out justice and mercy in our communities and the world. 
 

Prayer to help prepare for worship: 

A:  Let us pray… God of grace, You have given us minds to know You, hearts to love You, and 

voices to sing Your praise.  Fill us with Your Spirit, that we may celebrate Your glory and 

worship You in spirit and truth, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. Our worship continues 

with our prelude music  
 

PRELUDE  (Music utilized to prepare yourself for worship)  

Prelude:  Choral from Suite Gothique 
 L.Boellmann 
  Elkan-Vogel 1915 
 

INVOCATION  (A call to “invoke” God’s presence into our midst) 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity,+ one God, Who gathers us in the wilderness to redeem us. 

C:  Amen. 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  (Public statement of our wrong doings followed by the promise that 

God forgives us.  Authorized by Christ!) 
  

A: In these forty days, let us be honest, confess our sin, and receive God’s promise of 

mercy...(Silence is kept for reflection.)  Forgiving God. 

C:  We have wandered far from Your home: again and again, we lose our way.  We turn 

inward, afraid of the world around us.  We forget that You have saved Your people 

before and promise to do so again.  Do not remember the deed of our past, but turn 

our faces toward the future, where Your forgiveness is sure, your welcome is clear, 

and Your love overflows. Amen 

A: Like a parent who gathers and protects their children, God embraces you in tender care.  Like 

manna in the desert, God feeds you with surprising mercy. Like a loving parent, God runs to 

meet you again this day, forgiving your sin for the sake of +Christ leading you from death to 

new life. 

C:  Amen 
 

OPENING DIALOGUE 

A: Show us Your mercy, O God, 

C: and grant us Your salvation. 

A: Give us the joy of Your saving help again, 

C: and sustain us with Your bountiful Spirit. 

A: Give peace in all the world: 

C: for only in You can we live in safety. 

A: Keep the nations under Your care, 

C: and guide us in the way of justice and truth. 

A: Let Your way be known upon earth; 
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C: Your saving health among all nations. 

A: Let not the needy be forgotten, 

C: nor the hope of the poor be taken away. 

A: Create in us clean hearts, O God, 

C: and sustain us with Your Holy Spirit. 

A: Lord, hear my prayer, 

C: and let my cry come before You. 

A: We give thanks to You, gracious God, through Jesus Christ Your dear Son, that You have 

protected us today.  We ask You to forgive us all our sins where we have done wrong, and 

graciously guide us in the path that leads to Your reign.  Into Your hands we commend 

ourselves; our bodies, our souls, and all that is ours.  Let Your holy angels be with us as we 

worship and give praise to Your name. 

C:  Amen. 

  

 

APOSTOLIC GREETING  
(Invitation by worship leader to welcome ALL in the name of our God) 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit, be 
with you all! 

C: And also with you! 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

A:  Let us pray. O God, by the passion of Your blessed Son You made an instrument of 
shameful death to be for us the means of life. Grant us so to glory in the cross of Christ that 
we may gladly suffer shame and loss for the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord, Who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C:  Amen. 
PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD 

FIRST READING:  Exodus 20:1-17 
A:  A reading from Exodus 
1God spoke all these words: 

  2I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the 

house of slavery; 3you shall have no other gods before me. 
  4You shall not make for yourself an idol, whether in the form of anything that is 

in heaven above, or that is on the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the 

earth. 5You shall not bow down to them or worship them; for I the LORD your God 

am a jealous God, punishing children for the iniquity of parents, to the third and the 

fourth generation of those who reject me, 6but showing steadfast love to the 

thousandth generation of those who love me and keep my commandments. 
  7You shall not make wrongful use of the name of the LORD your God, for 

the LORD will not acquit anyone who misuses his name. 

  8Remember the sabbath day, and keep it holy. 9Six days you shall labor and do 

all your work. 10But the seventh day is a sabbath to the LORD your God; you shall 

not do any work—you, your son or your daughter, your male or female slave, your 

livestock, or the alien resident in your towns. 11For in six days the LORD made 

heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them, but rested the seventh day; 
therefore the LORD blessed the sabbath day and consecrated it. 

  12Honor your father and your mother, so that your days may be long in the land 

that the LORD your God is giving you. 

  13You shall not murder. 

  14You shall not commit adultery. 

  15You shall not steal. 
  16You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. 

  17You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your neighbor’s 

wife, or male or female slave, or ox, or donkey, or anything that belongs to your 

neighbor.. 
A:  The Word of the Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM: 19 (Please read responsively) 

P:  1The heavens declare the glory of God, 

  and the sky proclaims its maker’s handiwork. 

 2One day tells its tale to another, 

  and one night imparts knowledge to another. 

 3Although they have no words or language, 

  and their voices are not heard, 

 4their sound has gone out into all lands, and their message to the ends of 

the world, 

  where God has pitched a tent for the sun. 
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 5It comes forth like a bridegroom out of his chamber; 

  it rejoices like a champion to run its course. 

 6It goes forth from the uttermost edge of the heavens and runs about to the end 

of  it again; 

  nothing is hidden from its burning heat.   

 7The teaching of the LORD is perfect and revives the soul; 

  the testimony of the LORD is sure and gives wisdom to the simple. 

 8The statutes of the LORD are just and rejoice the heart; 

  the commandment of the LORD is clear and gives light to the eyes. 

 9The fear of the LORD is clean and endures forever; 

  the judgments of the LORD are true and righteous altogether. 

 10More to be desired are they than gold, more than much fine gold, 

  sweeter far than honey, than honey in the comb.   

 11By them also is your servant enlightened, 

  and in keeping them there is great reward. 

 12Who can detect one’s own offenses? 

  Cleanse me from my secret faults. 

 13Above all, keep your servant from presumptuous sins; let them not get 

dominion over me; 

  then shall I be whole and sound, and innocent of a great offense. 

 14Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be 

acceptable in your sight, 

  O LORD, my strength and my redeemer.  

 
SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 1:18-25 
A:  A reading from 1 Corinthians: 
18The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us 

who are being saved it is the power of God. 19For it is written, “I will destroy the 
wisdom of the wise, and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” 
20Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this 

age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 21For since, in the wisdom 

of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, God decided, through the 

foolishness of our proclamation, to save those who believe. 22For Jews demand 

signs and Greeks desire wisdom, 23but we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling 
block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, 24but to those who are the called, both 

Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. 25For God’s 

foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and God’s weakness is stronger than 

human strength. 
 A:  The Word of the Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
 

YOUNG PEOPLE’S SERMON   Rev. Suzanne Trump 
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GOSPEL: (Gospels provide first- hand accounts of the life of Jesus Christ)   

  John 2:13-22 

P: The Holy Gospel according to John, the 2nd Chapter beginning with the 13th verse.  
C: Glory to You, O Lord. 
13The Passover of the Jews was near, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 14In the 
temple he found people selling cattle, sheep, and doves, and the money changers 

seated at their tables. 15Making a whip of cords, he drove all of them out of the 

temple, both the sheep and the cattle. He also poured out the coins of the money 

changers and overturned their tables. 16He told those who were selling the doves, 

“Take these things out of here! Stop making my Father’s house a 

marketplace!” 17His disciples remembered that it was written, “Zeal for your house 
will consume me.” 18The Jews then said to him, “What sign can you show us for 

doing this?” 19Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will 

raise it up.” 20The Jews then said, “This temple has been under construction for 

forty-six years, and will you raise it up in three days?” 21But he was speaking of the 

temple of his body. 22After he was raised from the dead, his disciples remembered 

that he had said this; and they believed the scripture and the word that Jesus had 

spoken. 
P:  The Gospel of our Lord. 
C:  Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
SERMON     Rev. Dr. Catherine Ziel 
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HYMN #723 Canticle of the Turning  
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APOSTLES’ CREED (A summary of our core beliefs) 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
THE PRAYERS 
A:  Relying on the promises of God, we pray boldly for the church, the world, and all in need. (A 
brief silence.) There is no God before you. Purify the faith of your church, that your people place 
their trust in nothing beside you. Your name is holy. Guide your church, that in every situation 
your people’s words and actions honor your name. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

P:  The heavens declare your glory. Renew your creation. Provide leaders in the struggle for 
clean air and water; protect creatures and crops that rely on healthy ecosystems; give all people 
the willingness to repent when our way of life pollutes the earth and skies. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

A: Your foolishness is wiser than human wisdom. Fill leaders with the foolishness of your peace 
and mercy. Your law defends the vulnerable. Work through legislators, judicial systems, and 
systems of law enforcement to protect the wellbeing and freedom of all (especially). Hear us, O 
God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

P: Your weakness is stronger than human strength. Protect those who are vulnerable and give 
courage to all who are suffering (especially). Defend victims of crime and bring redemption to 
those who have harmed others. Give sabbath rest to all who labor. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

A:  You call us to proclaim Christ crucified. Give clarity to this congregation and our leaders, so 
that we might follow Christ beyond our own habits and comfort. Clear out anything in our 
common life that would obscure the gospel or that serves our own interests. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
P:  We await the day of Christ’s coming in glory. Lead us by the example of all the saints whom 
You have called to take up their cross and follow You, that together we may find our lives in 
You. Hear us, O God. 
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Your mercy is great. 
 
A:  We lift our individual prayers to You (Silence for reflection).Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
P: We entrust ourselves and all our prayers to You, O faithful God, through Jesus Christ our 

Lord. 
Amen. 
 

Sharing of the peace 

P:  May the peace of the Lord be with you. 

C:  And also with you. 

 

Our Offerings  

While the pastors are sharing information about the offerings, please prepare to receive Holy 

Communion.  Unveil the elements that you have prepared at home.         

Holy Communion 

Preface 

P:  The Lord be with you. 
C:  And also with you. 
P:  Lift up your hearts. 
C:  We lift them to the Lord. 
P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C:  It is right to give our thanks and praise 
 

P:  (Please pick up your “host bread” and lift above your head emulating the pastor) 

     On the night in which He was handed over, our Lord Jesus took bread, gave thanks; broke it, 

     and gave it to the disciples, saying:  “Take and eat; this is My Body, given for you.  Do this in 

     remembrance of Me.” 

     (Place your “host bread” back on your altar.  Now pick up your “host wine/grape juice” and lift  

     above your head emulating the pastor) 

    Again, after the meal, He took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:  “This 

    cup is the new covenant in My Blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of 

    sin.  Do this for the remembrance of Me.” 

    (Place your “host wine/grape juice” back on your altar) 

 

P: Lord remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:   

C:  Our Father, Who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be Thy name,  

          Thy kingdom come, 

            Thy will be done, 

            on earth as it is in heaven. 

 

       Give us this day our daily bread; 

  and forgive us our trespasses, 
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             as we forgive those 

             who trespass against us; 

  and lead us not into temptation, 

             but deliver us from evil. 

       For Thine is the kingdom, 

              and the power, and the glory 

              forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

Invitation to Communion 

P:  Taste and see that the Lord is good. 

(At this point please pick up your “host bread.”  If there are multiple people in your house, 

please share the bread with one another.  We will consume the bread at the same time sharing 

our unity through this Holy Meal.) 

P: “The Body of Christ given for you!” 

C:  Amen. (Please consume your “host” bread.) 

(At this point, please hold your “host wine/grape juice.”  We will consume the “host wine/grape 

juice at the same times sharing our unity through this meal.) 

P:  “The Blood of Christ shed for you!” 

C:  Amen. (Please consume your “host” wine/grape juice.) 

 

P:  I now invite those who have abstained from receiving Holy Communion to speak the prayer 

below, as those who have received this Sacrament maintain silence for personal prayer and 

reflection on the grace that God pours out to us all!  

 

Please take note:  If you are abstaining from receiving Holy Communion, please utilize this time 

of silence to share the following prayer. 

C:  I believe that You are truly present in the Sacrament of Holy Communion.  I always 

desire to offer You praise and thanksgiving as I proclaim Your resurrection.  I love You 

above all things, and long for You in my soul. 

Since I cannot receive You in the sacrament of Your Body and Blood, I implore You to 

come into my heart.  Cleanse and strengthen me with Your grace, Lord Jesus, and let me 

never be separated from You.  May I live in You and You in me, in this life and in the life 

that is to come.  Amen. 

Based on a prayer from: The Prayer Book for the Armed Forces (1988) 
(At this point, please “veil” the elements as the pastors are veiling the elements at worship.) 

P:  The Body of our Lord Jesus Christ and Christ’s precious blood strengthen you and keep you 

      in God’s grace unto eternal life.  

C:  Amen. 

 
Post- Communion Prayer 
A:  Let us pray: Jesus Christ, Host of this meal…. 
C: Compassionate God, You have fed us with the bread of heaven. Sustain us in our 
Lenten pilgrimage: may our fasting be hunger for justice; our alms, a making of peace; 
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and our prayer, the song of grateful hearts, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 

WEEKLY ANNOUNCEMENTS 

This time will be reserved for any comments or questions from the gathered community. 

SENDING PRAYER:   

A joint prayer being shared by both the ELCA and the Episcopal Church 

A:  A Prayer for the Power of the Spirit among the People of God.  God of all power and love,  

C:  we give thanks for Your unfailing presence and the hope You provide in times of 

uncertainty and loss. Send Your Holy Spirit to enkindle in us Your holy fire. Revive us to 

live as Christ’s body in the world: a people who pray, worship, learn, break bread, share 

life, heal neighbors, bear good news, seek justice, rest and grow in the Spirit. Wherever 

and however we gather, unite us in common prayer and send us in common mission, 

that we and the whole creation might be restored and renewed, through Jesus Christ our 

Lord. Amen. 

 

BLESSING 

P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. The 

Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

C:  Amen. 
 
DISMISSAL 
A: Go in peace. Christ walks with us. 

C:  Thanks be to God!   
 

POSTLUDE:  

Postlude:  Christ Jesus lay in death's strong bands 
  S.Scheidt 
Chorale Preludes of the Old Masters 
   C.F.Peters 1951 
 
LITURGY NOTES: 

Today’s liturgy is from SundaysAndSeasons.com, ã 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights 

reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #26321.  


