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Transfiguration of our Lord 
 February 13, 2021 – St. John’s Windish Lutheran Church  

Prelude Hymn Sings:  
Hymn #607 Come, Ye Disconsolate 
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Hymn #617 We Come to You for Healing, Lord 
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Hymn #701 Once We Sang and Danced 
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Hymn #763 My Life Flows On in Endless Song 
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Welcome 

Introduction to the day: 

P:  The Sundays after Epiphany began with Jesus’ baptism and end with three disciples’ vision 

of his transfiguration. In Mark’s story of Jesus’ baptism, apparently only Jesus sees the Spirit 

descending and hears the words from heaven. But now Jesus’ three closest friends hear the 

same words naming him God’s Beloved. As believers, Paul writes, we are enabled to see the 

God-light in Jesus’ face, because the same God who created light in the first place has shone in 

our hearts to give us that vision. The light of God’s glory in Jesus has enlightened us through 

baptism and shines in us also for others to see. 

 

Prayer to help prepare for worship: 

A:  Let us pray… God of grace, You have given us minds to know You, hearts to love You, and 

voices to sing Your praise.  Fill us with Your Spirit, that we may celebrate Your glory and 

worship You in spirit and truth, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. Our worship continues 

with our prelude music  

 

PRELUDE  (Music utilized to prepare yourself for worship)  

Prelude: Adagio   L.H. Southerd 
 

INVOCATION  (A call to “invoke” God’s presence into our midst) 

P:  Blessed be the holy Trinity,+ one God, Who creates us and forms us, Who redeems us and 

calls us, Who unites us and sends us. 

C:  Amen. 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  (Public statement of our wrong doings followed by the promise that 

God forgives us.  Authorized by Christ!) 

A:  Gathered in God’s presence, let us confess our sin. (Silence is kept for reflection.)  Mighty and 

loving God, 

C:  We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves.  We seek our own 

way.  We divide the body of Christ.  In Your mercy, cleanse us and heal us.  Let the 

words of our mouths, the thoughts of our hearts, and everything that we do be filled 

with faith, hope and love.  Amen. 

P:  Hear the voice of Jesus: “The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me to proclaim release to the 

captives.”  In the name of +Jesus Christ, I proclaim to you that your sins are forgiven and 

you are released.  The joy of the Lord is your strength and the gifts of the Holy Spirit are 

yours forever. 

C:  Amen 

 

OPENING DIALOGUE 

A:  Praise the Lord, all you children of the Lord, those who worship the Lord!  Lift up your heads 

in the sanctuary and praise God. 

C:  It is good to praise the Lord and to make music to Your name, O Most High, to 

proclaim Your love in the morning and Your faithfulness at night. 
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A:  From the rising of the sun to the place where it sets, the name of the Lord is to be praised. 

C:  Though the world often sits in darkness, the Lord will be my light. 

 

A:  You, O Lord, keep my lamp burning: 

C:  My God turns my darkness into light. 

 

A:  Stay with us, Lord, we have fears, 

C:  And the light sometimes dwindles. 

 

A:  Jesus said, “I am the light of the world.  Whoever follows Me will never walk in darkness, 

C:  But will have the light of life.” 

 

APOSTOLIC GREETING  

(Invitation by worship leader to welcome ALL in the name of our God) 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit, be 
with you all! 

C: And also with you! 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

A:  Let us pray. Almighty God, the resplendent light of Your truth shines from the mountaintop 
into our hearts. Transfigure us by Your beloved Son, and illumine the world with Your image, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, Who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C:  Amen. 

PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD  

FIRST READING:  2 Kings 2:1-12 
A:  A reading from 2nd Kings 
1Now when the LORD was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha 
were on their way from Gilgal. 2Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay here; for the LORD has sent me as far 
as Bethel.” But Elisha said, “As the LORD lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So 
they went down to Bethel. 3The company of prophets who were in Bethel came out to Elisha, 
and said to him, “Do you know that today the LORD will take your master away from you?” And 
he said, “Yes, I know; keep silent.” 
  4Elijah said to him, “Elisha, stay here; for the LORD has sent me to Jericho.” But he said, “As 
the LORD lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they came to Jericho. 5The 
company of prophets who were at Jericho drew near to Elisha, and said to him, “Do you know 
that today the LORD will take your master away from you?” And he answered, “Yes, I know; be 
silent.” 
  6Then Elijah said to him, “Stay here; for the LORD has sent me to the Jordan.” But he said, 
“As the LORD lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So the two of them went 
on. 7Fifty men of the company of prophets also went, and stood at some distance from them, as 
they both were standing by the Jordan. 8Then Elijah took his mantle and rolled it up, and struck 
the water; the water was parted to the one side and to the other, until the two of them crossed 
on dry ground. 
  9When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell me what I may do for you, before I am 
taken from you.” Elisha said, “Please let me inherit a double share of your spirit.” 10He 
responded, “You have asked a hard thing; yet, if you see me as I am being taken from you, it 
will be granted you; if not, it will not.” 11As they continued walking and talking, a chariot of fire 
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and horses of fire separated the two of them, and Elijah ascended in a whirlwind into 
heaven. 12Elisha kept watching and crying out, “Father, father! The chariots of Israel and its 
horsemen!” But when he could no longer see him, he grasped his own clothes and tore them in 
two pieces. 
A:  The Word of the Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM: 50:1-6 (Please read responsively) 
P: 1The mighty one, God the LORD, has spoken; 
  calling the earth from the rising of the sun to its setting. 
 2Out of Zion, perfect in its beauty, 
  God shines forth in glory.  
 3Our God will come and will not keep silence; 
  with a consuming flame before, and round about a raging storm. 
 4God calls the heavens and the earth from above 
  to witness the judgment of the people. 
 5“Gather before me my loyal followers, 
  those who have made a covenant with me and sealed it with sacrifice.” 
 6The heavens declare the rightness of God’s cause, 

  for it is God who is judge.  
 
SECOND READING: 2 Corinthians 4:3-6 
A:  A reading from 2nd Corinthians: 
3Even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. 4In their case the god of this 
world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the light of the gospel 
of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. 5For we do not proclaim ourselves; we proclaim 
Jesus Christ as Lord and ourselves as your slaves for Jesus’ sake. 6For it is the God who said, 
“Let light shine out of darkness,” who has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge 
of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. 
 A:  The Word of the Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
 

YOUNG PEOPLE’S SERMON   Rev. Suzanne Trump 

 

GOSPEL: (Gospels provide first- hand accounts of the life of Jesus Christ)   

  Mark 9:2-9 

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the 9th Chapter beginning with the 2nd verse.  
C: Glory to You, O Lord. 
2Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and John, and led them up a high 
mountain apart, by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, 3and his clothes became 
dazzling white, such as no one on earth could bleach them. 4And there appeared to them Elijah 
with Moses, who were talking with Jesus. 5Then Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to 
be here; let us make three dwellings, one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” 6He did 
not know what to say, for they were terrified. 7Then a cloud overshadowed them, and from the 
cloud there came a voice, “This is my Son, the Beloved; listen to him!” 8Suddenly when they 
looked around, they saw no one with them any more, but only Jesus. 
  9As they were coming down the mountain, he ordered them to tell no one about what they 
had seen, until after the Son of Man had risen from the dead. 
P:  The Gospel of our Lord. 
C:  Praise to You, O Christ. 
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SERMON     Rev. Jerry Kulp 

HYMN # 251 “My Soul Proclaims Your Greatness” 
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APOSTLES’ CREED (A summary of our core beliefs) 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
THE PRAYERS 
A:  Guided by Christ made known to the nations, let us offer our prayers for the church, the 
world, and all people in need. (A brief silence.) For the gospel proclaimed in word and deed, for 
communities of faith far and near, and for all who show the face of Christ throughout the world, 
let us pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 
 
P:  For creation: sun, moon and stars; life forming in the dark earth and ocean deep; mountains, 
clouds and storms, and creatures seen and unseen, and for the Holy Spirit’s guidance in our 
stewardship of God’s creation, let us pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 
 
A: For those responsible for safety and protection: for emergency responders and security 
guards, attorneys and advocates, civil servants and leaders of governments, that they witness 
to mercy and justice throughout the world, let us pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 
 
P: For all who suffer this day, that Christ our healer transform sickness into health, loneliness 
into companionship, bereavement into consolation, and suffering into peace, let us pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 
 
A:  For companions on life’s journey in this worshiping community, for loved ones who cannot 
be with us this day, and for guidance during struggles we face, that God’s glory is revealed 
around and among us, let us pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 
 
P:  In thanksgiving for the faithful departed who now rest from their earthly pilgrimage, that their 
lives of service and prayer inspire us in our living, let us pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 
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A:  We lift our individual prayers to You (Silence for reflection). 
 
P: Merciful God, hear the prayers of Your people, spoken or silent, for the sake of the One Who 

dwells among us, Your Son, Jesus Christ our Savior. 
Amen. 
 

Sharing of the peace 

P:  May the peace of the Lord be with you. 

C:  And also with you. 

 

Our Offerings  

While the pastors are sharing information about the offerings, please prepare to receive Holy 

Communion.  Unveil the elements that you have prepared at home.         

Holy Communion 

Preface 

P:  The Lord be with you. 
C:  And also with you. 
P:  Lift up your hearts. 
C:  We lift them to the Lord. 
P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C:  It is right to give our thanks and praise 
 
P:  It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 
thanks and praise to You, almighty and merciful God. through our Savior Jesus Christ; Who, 
sharing our life, lived among us to reveal Your glory and love, that our darkness should give way 
to Your own brilliant light. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the 
hosts of heaven, we praise Your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
C:  Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
     God of power and might, 
     heaven and earth are full of Your glory. 
     Hosanna in the highest. 
     Blessed is He Who comes in the name of the Lord. 
     Hosanna in the highest. 
 
P:  (Please pick up your “host bread” and lift above your head emulating the pastor) 

     On the night in which He was handed over, our Lord Jesus took bread, gave thanks; broke it, 

     and gave it to the disciples, saying:  “Take and eat; this is My Body, given for you.  Do this in 

     remembrance of Me.” 

     (Place your “host bread” back on your altar.  Now pick up your “host wine/grape juice” and lift  

     above your head emulating the pastor) 

    Again, after the meal, He took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:  “This 

    cup is the new covenant in My Blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of 

    sin.  Do this for the remembrance of Me.” 

    (Place your “host wine/grape juice” back on your altar) 
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P: Lord remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:   

C:  Our Father, Who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be Thy name,  

          Thy kingdom come, 

            Thy will be done, 

            on earth as it is in heaven. 

       Give us this day our daily bread; 

  and forgive us our trespasses, 

             as we forgive those 

             who trespass against us; 

  and lead us not into temptation, 

             but deliver us from evil. 

       For Thine is the kingdom, 

              and the power, and the glory 

              forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

Invitation to Communion 

P:  Come, let us eat, for now the feast is spread. 

(At this point please pick up your “host bread.”  If there are multiple people in your house, 

please share the bread with one another.  We will consume the bread at the same time sharing 

our unity through this Holy Meal.) 

P: “The Body of Christ given for you!” 

C:  Amen. (Please consume your “host” bread.) 

(At this point, please hold your “host wine/grape juice.”  We will consume the “host wine/grape 

juice at the same times sharing our unity through this meal.) 

P:  “The Blood of Christ shed for you!” 

C:  Amen. (Please consume your “host” wine/grape juice.) 

 

P:  I now invite those who have abstained from receiving Holy Communion to speak the prayer 

below, as those who have received this Sacrament maintain silence for personal prayer and 

reflection on the grace that God pours out to us all!  

 

Please take note:  If you are abstaining from receiving Holy Communion, please utilize this time 

of silence to share the following prayer. 

C:  I believe that You are truly present in the Sacrament of Holy Communion.  I always 

desire to offer You praise and thanksgiving as I proclaim Your resurrection.  I love You 

above all things, and long for You in my soul. 

Since I cannot receive You in the sacrament of Your Body and Blood, I implore You to 

come into my heart.  Cleanse and strengthen me with Your grace, Lord Jesus, and let me 

never be separated from You.  May I live in You and You in me, in this life and in the life 

that is to come.  Amen. 

Based on a prayer from: The Prayer Book for the Armed Forces (1988) 
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(At this point, please “veil” the elements as the pastors are veiling the elements at worship.) 
P:  The Body of our Lord Jesus Christ and Christ’s precious blood strengthen you and keep you 

      in God’s grace unto eternal life.  

C:  Amen. 
 

Post- Communion Prayer 
A:  Let us pray: Jesus Christ, Host of this meal…. 
C: You have given us not only this Bread and Cup, but Your very Self, that we may feast 
on Your great love.  Filled again by these signs of Your grace, may we hunger for Your 
reign of justice, may we thirst for Your way of peace, for You are Lord forevermore. 
Amen. 
 

WEEKLY ANNOUNCEMENTS 

This time will be reserved for any comments or questions from the gathered community. 

SENDING PRAYER:   

A joint prayer being shared by both the ELCA and the Episcopal Church 

A:  A Prayer for the Power of the Spirit among the People of God.  God of all power and love,  

C:  we give thanks for Your unfailing presence and the hope You provide in times of 

uncertainty and loss. Send Your Holy Spirit to enkindle in us Your holy fire. Revive us to 

live as Christ’s body in the world: a people who pray, worship, learn, break bread, share 

life, heal neighbors, bear good news, seek justice, rest and grow in the Spirit. Wherever 

and however we gather, unite us in common prayer and send us in common mission, 

that we and the whole creation might be restored and renewed, through Jesus Christ our 

Lord. Amen. 
 

BLESSING 

P: The God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one another, 

in accordance with Christ Jesus. The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, 

so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. The God of all grace ☩  bless  

you now and forever. 

C:  Amen. 
 

DISMISSAL 

A: Go in peace. Our Lord sends us forth to be light to a weary world. 

C:  Thanks be to God!   
 

POSTLUDE:  

Postlude- Voluntary in C  J.C.Beckel 

LITURGY NOTES: 

Today’s liturgy is from SundaysAndSeasons.com, ã 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights 

reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #26321.  
 

FLOWERS: 

Altar flowers are sponsored in memory of deceased members of the Vitez and Gorcsan 

Families by Susan L. Vitez and William D. Vitez Family. 


