
 

 

September 22, 2020 

Cover letter for return to in person worship 

Dear Members and Friends, 

At last Tuesday evening’s joint congregational council meeting between the UPG Parish council 

and St. John’s Windish Lutheran Church, it was decided that we would attempt to return to 

indoor, in person worship beginning on October 4, 2020. It will be wonderful to be able to gather 

“face mask” to “face mask”.  Although we will still need to keep a six-foot social distance, we will 

be able to see everyone’s bright smiling faces above their facemasks. 

Attached to this letter you will find guidelines for the reopening process.  As you read these 

guidelines you will notice that we are being careful to follow Centers for Disease Control (CDC) 

recommendations so that we do not put anyone at risk.  It will be a “new normal” at least for the 

foreseeable future.  We are asking everyone for their support and flexibility. 

We know that many are excited to be able to gather and we recognize that for some 

people this would put you at undue risk.  If you are at high risk and have underlying 

health issues that would make it dangerous and perhaps even life threatening if you 

should develop COVID-19 we implore you to stay home.  

“Live stream” worship celebrations will be an ongoing ministry of our life together.  Please make 

use of this worship as you deem appropriate. If you currently do not have internet access to 

participate in “Live stream” worship and would like to be part of our new “Bringing it Home” 

ministry which will provide you with the ability to participate in worship from the comfort of your 

own home, please contact your pastor. 

When you arrive at the church building you will be greeted by an usher who will instruct you 

where you should sit.  Likely you will not be sitting “in your normal” seat.  Accept the change in 

seating as an opportunity to see things from a different perspective.  Holy Communion will be 

administered differently from our usual custom.  Flexibility is a word you will hear often, and your 

cooperation is greatly appreciated and expected.  We are all working together for the common 

good. 

As leaders of our congregations we are doing our best to open our buildings and keep everyone 

safe.  We know that we cannot meet everyone’s needs and desires at this time.  Be patient with 

us and with each other.  Be flexible and accepting as we work together.  Please keep our 

leaders and staff in your prayers as we work to return to our “new” normal. 



Return to worship guidelines 

Jesus reminds us in the gospel of John: “23 But the time is coming—indeed it’s here now—when 

true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and in truth. The Father is looking for those who 

will worship him that way. 24 For God is Spirit, so those who worship him must worship in spirit 

and in truth. (John 4:23-24)” 

In light of Jesus’ words and the current pandemic that we are facing together, the staff and 

leadership of the United Proclamation of the Gospel and St. John’s Windish Lutheran Church 

have begun initial investigation and held conversations regarding the ability to return to worship 

from the COVID-19 virus pandemic. 

Some Notes: 

• Please feel free to share your thoughts and opinions on areas that could be improved. 

• The primary concern of our leadership is, and always will be to provide 

meaningful worship celebrations that will not compromise the health and safety of 

our sisters and brothers in Christ. 

• Older adults and people who have severe underlying medical conditions like heart 

or lung disease or diabetes seem to be at higher risk for developing more serious 

complications from COVID-19 illness and should carefully consider the 

appropriateness of when to return to worship. 

Mandatory: 

• People in worship must wear facemasks as part of their worship celebration. 

o Please note:  Not all facemasks afford proper protection.  “Gator facemasks, or 

“one ply” facemasks have been proven to actually increase risk factors to the 

public.  Please adorn yourself with at least a two-ply facemask for worship.  

Facemasks will be available for anyone who may need one. 

o You will be invited to remove your mask for the consumption of Holy 

Communion. 

o Instruction on the proper way to remove your mask will be given during the 

worship. 

• People in worship must maintain social distancing in the worship space. (Ushers will 

assist in seating to insure proper distancing. Ushers will also “dismiss” the worshipping 

community to maintain appropriate distancing. 

• People must refrain from “touching” one another or breaking social distancing both 

inside the building and on the outside grounds of our campuses. 

• If you are feeling ill or “not quite right”, please refrain from coming to worship. 

“Live Streaming worship”: 

• “Live streaming” worship will continue Saturday evenings on alternating campuses with 

recordings available on Sundays via our website, facebook, or YouTube. 

Location of worship: 

• The United Proclamation of the Gospel Parish and St. John’s Windish Lutheran Church 

will continue to work together through this pandemic.  We will continue with an 

alternating worship schedule. 



o October 4, 2020 will be held on the St. Peter’s Campus of the UPG 

o October 11, 2020 will be held on the Light of Christ Campus of the UPG 

o October 18, 2020 will be held at St. John’s Windish Lutheran Church 

o This rotational schedule will continue as we move forward. 

Time of worship: 

• We are initially planning on offering two (2) worship celebrations each week. 

o Sunday at 8AM 

o Sunday at 11AM 

• Please be aware that times of worship may be adjusted based on worship 

attendance size.         

• Sunday School will be held weekly at 9:30AM on the Light of Christ campus of the UPG.                                                                                                                

Prior to weekend worship celebrations: 

• All surfaces within the sanctuary will be sanitized 

• All hymnals, bibles and any other materials in the pew racks will be removed from the 

sanctuary. 

• Seating areas will be established in pews utilizing painters’ tape to insure safe distancing 

in the sanctuary. 

• Appropriate materials will be made available for every family or worshipper to sanitize 

their seating area both prior to the commencement of worship and following worship. 

• Bulletins will be available through our daily emails to “pre-print” bulletins if you are 

uncomfortable receiving a bulletin at the church building. 

Actions once people arrive at worship: 

• We will request names and phone numbers of household leaders attending worship in 

order that we would have a call list in the event someone from our community contracted 

COVID 19.  Please comply with providing your name and phone number without 

incident. 

• Complete worship bulletins will be utilized in order that hymnals will not need to be 

necessary for worship. 

• Public Health officials have shared that it is not safe for us to participate in 

community singing due to forced air distribution with the potential to put people 

at risk.  We will not be singing as part of our Live worship celebrations until we 

receive guidance that it is safe to do so. 

• Communion elements will be available to worshippers prior to entering into sanctuary 

(communion elements have been procured including grape juice and wafer that are 

sealed at a factory location to insure safest possible distribution of elements.) 

• Greeters will meet people upon arrival (maintaining social distancing) at the worship 

space to guide people, with distribution of various materials necessary for worship. 

• Ushers will assist people (maintaining social distancing) in seating to insure proper 

social distancing. 

• Children’s church will be suspended during this time. 

• Children’s “worksheets” will be available in the narthex to help keep our younger 

believers engaged. 



• Three different (St. John’s Windish, Light of Christ, St. Peter’s) Offering plates/baskets 

will be available in the narthex for people to place their offering as they enter or leave the 

worship space. 

• At the conclusion of worship, ushers will dismiss the worshipping community to insure 

proper social distancing. 

• Worshippers will be asked to not stop and chat in the narthex or in the buildings. 

Holy Communion Practices upon return: 

• Due to the invasive nature of this virus, we intend to adjust our Holy Communion 

practices to celebrate the Sacrament in the safest possible way. 

• Pre-packaged Communion elements will be distributed in the narthex prior to entering 

worship space. 

• The pastors will share with you when it is appropriate to “retrieve” your elements. 

• The presiding pastor will consecrate all the elements within the worship space, and we 

will celebrate the Sacrament simultaneously, which also demonstrates our unity through 

this time. 

• The pastors will demonstrate the appropriate way to adjust your face mask as per 

guidance from our parish nurse.  If possible, please wear face masks that have elastic 

that runs behind your ears to worship.  If you do not have face masks available, we will 

have face masks that can be utilized. 

Holy Baptism upon return: 

• Holy baptism during this initial time after return will be conducted on a case by case 

basis in serious consultation with our pastors.   

• Please know that our pastors will be attempting to make the wisest decisions available 

regarding Holy baptism during this time. 

Sunday School: 

• Sunday School classes will occur at 9:30AM on the Light of Christ Campus of the UPG.   

After the worship is over: 

• Trash receptacles and recycling receptacles will be available in the narthex to properly 

dispose of communion ware and bulletins. 

• Following the worship celebrations, the worship space will be sanitized prior to our next 

worship celebration. 

• Should a person who has attended worship be diagnosed with COVID-19, local health 

officials will be contacted.  

o In such a circumstance, it is important to maintain the confidentiality of the 

person who has been diagnosed. However, we will alert the worshipping 

community that someone has been diagnosed and that we all should be on a 

heightened alert for symptoms.  This disclosure may look something like this:  A 

person who attended our Sunday October 4th worship at 11AM has been 

diagnosed with COVID-19. This message would be shared via our daily email, 

posted on our websites (UPG and St. John’s Windish), and phone contact would 

be made with all who attended this worship. 



As with everything that has occurred within our midst during this unprecedented time, 

the leadership of our community of faith will maintain flexibility and adaptability to adjust 

items as necessary in order to keep everyone as safe as possible and allow for 

meaningful opportunities to gather in worshipping our Lord.  We ask that all people 

within our midst practice patience, demonstrate love and respect to one another, and 

continue to demonstrate to the world the “light” that dwells within us all! 

For now: 

Keep trusting God, washing those hands, and be at peace! 

Pastor Suzanne Trump  Pastor Jerry Kulp 

 

 

Gina Brockway   Nancy Kostas   Rich Hawk 

 


